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Beautiful Sunflowers (These are in New York County) 

Reminds me that Harvest is upon us and that we will 

be  holding our harvest festival service on the 7th of 

October 9.30 am St Francis 11 am St Mary’s 



Our Services this Month 

October 2018 

7th  Oct. 2018   Harvest Festival 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  All Age Worship 

3.00 pm St. Francis  Pet Service 
 

14th Oct. 2018  20th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

21st Oct. 2018  21st Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

28th  Oct. 2018  Bible Sunday (22nd after Trinity) 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Monthly musings from your Team Vicar. 

We have a chilli plant growing at home in the kitchen! Well, 

there are actually two, though one hasn't produced anything 

quite yet... They were  given to my wife and I as a gift by a 

friend, and as you may have guessed from my previous 

sentence, one of them has produced a chilli, which is plump 

and green, and for the past couple of days I've been carefully 

pondering what the perfect dish would be to use it in. 

Some readers might be wondering why I'm giving so much 

thought as to how or what dish to use said chilli in – though it 

will likely be a stir-fry or some sort of curry. After all, if I had  

purchased a packet of similar ones from a supermarket, the 

chances are that they would have been already used in one 

way or another. But the plants in question were given to us 

some months ago, and were much smaller at the time. So we 

have watched them grow, and one then flower, and finally 

produce fruit, which has itself grown to become what it is 

now: plump, green, and ready to eat. 

Watching the plant work so hard to produce what may be 'it's 

life's work' has probably made me consider more than usual 

as to exactly how to use the chilli – even if we are only 

thinking about a plant here! As I think about harvesting it, we 

enter the month of October and into the season of autumn, 

and to the celebration of this year's harvest from the 

agricultural world too. Harvest prompts us to pause and take a 

step back to think about the food which many of us might so 

easily take for granted. For if I care about how I use the chilli 

which has grown on a plant in the kitchen – should it not 

cause one to think more deeply about the value of  all the 

food which we enjoy each day? Though when I speak about 

'value' here, I'm not-so-much thinking about the financial cost 

of our food – though of course this plays a part. But rather, 

I'm thinking about something deeper; more about the 

inherent value and worth of the food which we enjoy, and in 

fact the preciousness of it. For it's a terrible state of affairs 

that in today's day and age there are still people who don't 

know where the next meal will come from, or when they will 

next properly eat at all. When we think about this, there is 
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perhaps a natural tendency to think of developing nations, 

and people recently affected by natural disasters, or other 

countries living with awful political regimes. But it is also a 

travesty that our own nation is one where the divide between 

the very rich and very poor continues to be so wide, and 

where more and more people rely on foodbanks and other 

similar charities – often run by churches. 

Watching the chilli plant grow, flower, and bear fruit also 

reminds me of some words from Jesus: “No good tree bears 

bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; for each 

tree is known by its own fruit” (Luke 6:43-44). As Christians 

we are all to bear 'good fruit' within our own lives, by what we 

do, say, how treat one another and the world around us. We 

are called to consider what we might do to help other people 

in need – both at home and abroad. Every one of us can pray 

for both the friend and stranger who are less fortunate than 

ourselves. Pray for their circumstances, and for those who can 

affect their lives in a positive way. We might also feel able to 

directly help by donating to foodbanks or other organisations, 

or we may have other ideas which are individually appropriate 

depending upon the circumstances. 

So on the 7th of October we'll be holding our annual Harvest 

Services once more, at 9:30am at St Francis, and 11am at St 

Mary's, and it may be that you would like to bring some food 

items along as symbols of the harvest, and as a way of giving 

thanks to God for what many of us enjoy day by day. As in 

previous years, the produce will then be shared between 

Doucecroft School in Colchester: a specialist co-educational 

school for children and young people with autism and 

additional complex needs. And Bramble Court in Witham: 

which provides housing and support to vulnerable young 

single homeless people aged 16-25. As ever, you'll find a 

warm welcome at any of our services. 

For many people harvest will also lead them to think more 

widely about the natural world and all that it brings in it's 

wonder and beauty; and of course a great part of this is the 

myriad of animal life which God has also blessed the world 

with. So to celebrate and give thanks for all the animal world, 
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and as part of this  , for the pet or companion animals which 

keep so many of us company, we will be holding out annual 

'Pet and Animal' service at 3pm, at St Francis' church – also on 

Sunday 7th October. As I'm sure many readers will know, St 

Francis is the patron saint of animals, and so this service is 

always held on the the Sunday nearest to his feast day (being 

the 4th), and this tends to happily and appropriately coincide 

with Harvest Sunday too. So do come along – bringing your 

pets and children of course! And weather permitting, this will 

once again take place on the green just in front of the church. 

There are so many wonderful things which it's so easy for us 

to take for granted, and this time of year is perfect to say an 

extra 'Thank You' to God, along with each other for them too. 

May I wish you blessed and joyful season of harvest and 

autumn, over the next few weeks ahead. 

Paul Watkin. 

    Paul’s Chilli Pepper  



4 

The 50/50 Club Sept 2018 winners  

1st Mr W Kerr  2nd Mrs J Turner  3rd Mr G Cairns 
*************************** 

From the Registers Aug./Sept. 2018 

Christenings None          Weddings None 

Funeral Service  24th September Bryon Coomer 

************************************* 

Collects and Readings  October 2018 

7th Oct 19th Sunday After Trinity 

Harvest Festival Special Service 

Readings 

Joel 2:21-27 

1 Tim 2:1-7 

Mathew 6:25-33 

Collect For Harvest 

Eternal God, 

you crown the year with your goodness 

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 

grant that we may use them to your glory, 

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

3.30 SF Pet Service 

 

14th Oct 20th Sunday After Trinity 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15   

Hebrews 4:12-16   

Mark 10:17-31 
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Collect 

God, our light and our salvation: 

illuminate our lives, 

that we may see your goodness in the land of the living, 

and looking on your beauty 

may be changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

21st Oct 21st Sunday after Trinity 

Matins   Psalm 91:9-end 

Readings 

Isaiah 53:4-12 

Hebrews 5:1-10 

Mark 10:35-45 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

in whose service lies perfect freedom: 

teach us to obey you 

with loving hearts and steadfast wills; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

28th October Bible Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 55:1-11 

2 Tim 3:14 -4:5 

John 5: 36b-47 

Collect 

Merciful God, 

teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, 

that trusting in your word 

and obeying your will 

we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th SEPTEMBER 

2018 AT HENRY DIXON HALL, RIVENHALL END. 

Present: Cllrs. Wright (Chairman), Knubley and Prime. 

Also present: Clerk, 3 members of public and Cllr. Bowers. 

Public Forum 

The following matter was brought to Member’s attention: 

Drivers not paying attention to the ‘Give Way’ requirements at the 

Oak Road Railway Bridge, causing accidents and near misses. 

Matters for discussion 

Damage to glass bus shelter 

The shelter has been repaired and payment has been received from 

the council’s insurance company. ECC Highways have removed the 
portable barriers from the site. 

Repair of damaged village sign 

Final delivery and installation is still awaited. 

Highway & PRoW matters 

Informal consultation re diversion of Footpath 59 

It was agreed that if this footpath diversion goes ahead, work 
would be required to make it usable all year round due to it being 

badly rutted in places and this would be a problem during the 
winter months. The Clerk will respond accordingly. 

Network Rail 

The Proposed Network Rail Level Crossing Reduction Order Inquiry 

resumes on 25th September at Chelmsford Civic Centre. 

General maintenance 

Maintenance of flower tubs - The Clerk has received no reply to his 

letter to a local resident regarding voluntary assistance. A decision 

as to whether or not these two flower tubs remain in situ will be 
taken at the October meeting. 

Village Green posts - The maintenance contractor has quoted per 

post to rub down and paint including labour and materials for all 94 
posts. 
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It was agreed that at the October meeting individual posts will be 

earmarked for repainting as the cost for all posts is beyond the 

financial range possible from budget. 

The Clerk offered to write to BDC to enquire whether or not they 
would be prepared to maintain the posts and chains in the future as 
the original installation was undertaken by the then Witham UDC. 

EALC – AGM 20th September 

Unfortunately no councillor would be available to attend the AGM this 
year. 

Planning Applications 

18/01438/LBC: Rivenhall Place - Internal alterations to 1st floor 
bathroom to create 2 en-suites. 

Members raised no objection to this application. 

18/01602/VAR: Rivenhall Village Hall - To vary conditions 5 & 6 re 

18/00580/FUL – longer construction hours and longer Day Nursery 
opening hours. 

Members raised no objection to this application. 

Planning Appeals 

17/01730/OUT: Land south of Rickstones Road. 

Despite having submitted another planning application for this site (to 
be considered by BDC on 11/09/18) Bellway have submitted an 

appeal re the above. BDC has confirmed that it has submitted all 
previous representations it has received to the Planning Inspector. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A120 

Preliminary investigative works relative to the Millennium Way Slip 
Roads are due to commence later this month. Public exhibitions 
featuring information regarding will be held on Saturday 6th October, 
10am to 4pm at the BDC Council Chamber and Friday 12th October, 

11am to 7pm at Alec Hunter Academy. 

Highways Panel 

The next BDLHP meeting has been moved back to 11th October 2018. 

Following the HGV collision with the railway bridge on 20th August, 

the Chairman wrote to ECC requesting again that further urgent 
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consideration/action be taken to prevent similar incidents in the 

future. Residents have been taking photos of HGVs breaching the 

weight restriction and these have been forwarded to ECC.  

Reports from PC Representatives 

The next round of Passenger Transport Representative meetings is 
scheduled for the middle of October 2018. 

Information exchange and items for the October agenda 

* Concerns relative to the zebra crossing on Church Road to be 
raised at the October meeting. 

* BDC has issued some incorrect Recycling Calendars for 

2018/19, but there is NO alteration to the normal collection 
days in Rivenhall. 

* The Millennium Committee have submitted a request for a 
grant towards the cost of organising the WW1 Centenary 

celebrations. This will be considered at the October meeting. 

* The Royal British Legion has made arrangements for Parish 
Councils to obtain WW1 soldier silhouettes. A decision on this 
will be made at the October meeting. 

* Cllr. Prime reported that the contractors working for 
Greenfields had not cut the grass on the small Village Green 
during August. 

Ten minute public feedback 

The names of the Rivenhall Park development roads all relate to 
residents of Witham who died during WW1. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 2nd October and 6th November at Rivenhall Village Hall, 
starting at 8 pm. 

Sky Notes October 2018 

Following the Autumn Equinox on September 23rd, the length of 

night is now greater than the hours of daylight. At 2am on Sunday 

October 28th the clocks go back an hour to GMT which completes 
the change back to the short afternoons we experience at the end 
of each year. By the end of October the Sun sets at 4.30pm GMT. 

Debate continues about the clock change with the European 
Commission having consulted over the summer on ending the 
switches which take place in March and October. If the EU does 
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decide to have the same clock time all year round and the UK leaves 

the EU there will without doubt be renewed debate about what we 

should do here. But whatever is decided for any country in Europe, 
we can never have “an extra hour of daylight” !  

Having enjoyed being able to see many of the bright planets in the 
evening sky over the summer, observers will be more restricted in 
October. Venus and Jupiter are too close to the Sun to be seen and 

Saturn is sliding into evening twilight as the month goes on. 

However, Mars remains bright and prominent. In mid-month Mars 
will be in the South around 9pm and still brighter than any star in the 
evening sky. 

The distant ice giant planet Uranus is well placed this month, due 
South at 11pm by the end of October and at its closest to Earth on 

the 24th. It is one of the most bizarre planets in the Solar System, 

rotating on an axis which is almost at right angles to the plane of the 
Solar System and replete with a ring system and over 2 dozen 

moons. Theory suggest that it was hit by a massive object, perhaps 
several, very early in the formation of our Solar System and these 
impacts tipped it over. For people with keen sight, and assuming a 
dark sky without too much light pollution, it is just possible to see 

Uranus without any optical aid, though it only looks like a faint white 
star. Through a telescope it shows a small disk without much in the 

way of features but advancements in imaging equipment have 
allowed advanced amateur astronomers such as Damian Peach to 

image cloud belts in the atmosphere of the planet, examples of which 
can be seen on the internet. 

Full Moon is on October 24th and at a height of nearly 50 degrees 
above the horizon, in a clear sky it will appear very bright compared 

to during the summer when seen low down and often in twilight. The 

gibbous waxing Moon will be close to Mars on the evening of the 
18th. 

On October 8th, and the evening either side of that date, there is a 
small chance of enhanced meteor activity from the Draconid shower. 
The Draconids are associated with Comet 21P/Giacobini-Zinner which 

reached its closest point to the Earth in September. On a few 

occasions in the last hundred years or so a sudden burst of meteors 
has been seen as the Earth passes through a dense knot of dust left 
in the wake of the comet.  

21P was seen from Rivenhall through binoculars in September. 

Although it was fairly faint, it did sport a small tail. 
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In the moon-free darker skies of mid-month a watch around 

midnight will be rewarded with the sight of the bright stars of Orion 

rising above the Eastern horizon – a sure sign that Autumn is 
established. All of the bright stars that make up the familiar outline 
of Orion are intrinsically brilliant stars ranged between about 200 and 
1300 light years away. Some are powerful emitters of ultraviolet 

light. Even from the closest of the bright stars that make up the 
shape of Orion, an observer on a planet there looking back at our 

Sun would need a telescope just to see it. Our Sun is very much a 
quiet and modest star on the scale of stellar brightness, but that is a 

good thing for us and all other life here on Earth !    

The next Astro Evening – if the skies are clear - will be held on Friday 
October 12th starting at 7.30pm. As usual it will be at the concrete 
hard-standing where the public footpaths meet, next to the sharp 
bend where Park Road becomes Church Road. 

 Sky Watcher 

************************************ 

OCTOBER RECIPE by Anne Clark 

Savoury Fish Crumble 

 1lb Fish.  Could be cod, or haddock, or a mixture of 

your favourite. 

 10 fl oz milk 

 1 bay leaf 

 5 black peppercorns 
 

Sauce: 

 3 tablespoons cornflour 

 1 ½ oz butter 

 ½ lemon for juice 

 2 tablespoons flat leaf parsley (optional) 

 Seasoning to taste 
 

Topping: 

 4 oz flour 

 2 ½ butter 

 1 oz rolled oats 
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 1 tablespoon Parmesan Cheese 

Oven gas 5,  190 degrees 

Poach the fish in the milk with the bay leaf and peppercorns for 
about 8 minutes until just cooked.  Remove fish using a slotted 
spoon and set aside. 

Remove any skin and flake. 

Sauce: melt butter in a pan, stir in the cornflour and heat gently 

stirring for 2 minutes.  Remove from heat and slowly add the 
reserved milk from the poaching.  Return to heat, slowly bring to 
the boil stirring continuously and simmer for 1 minute.  Remove 
from heat again and add lemon juice, parsley if using and fish.  

Season to taste.  Put the mixture in an oven proof dish. 

Topping:  Rub the flour and butter together and stir in the oats and 

cheese.  Season to taste.  Sprinkle over the fish and bake in 
preheated oven for 30 minutes. 

Cheddar cheese works as well if you prefer. 

************************************ 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

I will be happy to collect and sort your used postage stamps 

and give them to OXFAM. Please leave them on envelopes if 

you wish the envelopes will also be recycled 

Margaret Martin 

**************************************** 

End to End Nature Care. 

All too quickly the summer has been and gone and although it still 
seems too early to be doing so, it is time to start thinking about our 

winter programme of events (listed below). First up is the autumn 
outdoor astronomy evening with James Abbott on Friday 12th 
October. As usual this is weather dependant but it is worth 
remembering that if conditions are favourable, with clear skies, 

then that normally means it gets cold so do wrap up warm if you 
are coming. All being well James will have a telescope set up and a 

list of amazing things available to view in the night sky.  

The following Wednesday, 17th October, we will be building bird and 
bat boxes at Stovern’s Hall Farm. These are available free to local 

people so if you have an order or request then please get it to us 
quick (contact details are below). One thing we haven’t tried as yet 
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but may give a go are the so-called “insect hotels” which you may 

have seen, containing items like sections of bamboo intended as 

artificial nesting sites for a range of insects, particularly many of 
the solitary bees. Even the smallest of gardens can provide habitat 
for a wide variety of insects and some keen people try to find and 
identify as many different species as possible in their gardens. Help 

with identification is more readily available these days via digital 
photography and the internet; it can evidently become quite 

addictive, with some gardens being managed almost like miniature 
nature reserves and their owners recording literally thousands of 

species living there.  

Most of the species are insects, the sheer diversity of that group 
being staggering. Just considering the bees there are far, far more 
kinds than mere honey bees, such as: bumble bees; mining bees 
(which often dig burrows in the ground); leaf-cutter bees (which 

cut neat sections of leaf from many garden plants); resin bees; 
carder bees; carpenter bees; flower bees (including the ivy bee 
which has colonised Britain in recent years and, as it feeds on ivy 
flowers, is an autumn insect so can be seen now); and cuckoo bees 

(nest parasites of other bees). And that is just the bees! Unlike the 
honey bee, most are solitary and do not form colonies although if 
one studies the diversity of habits they vary from being completely 

solitary to living in clusters of nesting individuals all the way 

through to those species with complex social colonies with queens, 
workers and drones. If the editor will allow me to recommend a 
book, “A comprehensive guide to Insects of Britain & Ireland” by 
Paul D. Brock (Pisces publications, ISBN 978-1-874357-58-2) is a 

really excellent account of the diversity of insects in this country 
and probably the best ever general book on the subject, packed 

full of information and with very good photographs. I am sure if 

every household had a copy of this book then one way and another 
Britain would be a better place, with a much greater appreciation 
of and respect for its wildlife.  

The winter events for 2018 are listed below; anybody is very 
welcome to attend. For more information visit our website 

www.e2e.silverend.org or alternatively ring Simon on 01621 

810141 or 07947 388180. 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Holiday Recollections from Rev. David Nash 

(Past Rector of Rivenhall and Silver End) 

My parents took me to Swanage in Dorset in 1926 and we 
continued going there until 1938. My brother was born in 1930 and 

my sister in 1936 and we are linked together by such happy times 
and memories. One incident I must have been about 3 years old—

caused particular amusement. My Dad bought a kite and he took it 
up onto Ballard Down (a chalky outcrop similar to the white cliffs of 
Dover) where the kite string nearly strangled me!! 

The war came and went and I was enjoying my job as assistant 

experimental officer in the Air Navigation Division at Boscombe 

Down, in Wiltshire. Together with my R.A.F colleagues, we often 
flew out in our Lancaster Bomber over the English Channel or out 
over the Atlantic. I was always a thrill to zoom down the runway as 
the great machine took off—but somewhat boring after pouring 

over our new gyro-compasses in the semi darkness of the 
Lancaster's interior or an hour or so. It was a bright day and we 
had been over the channel and as we turned for home I wondered 

if we had made landfall so climbed to the upper turret and looked 

out.  

Ahead of us was Ballard Down where the Kite string had nearly 
strangled me!! “I must go back to Swanage” I said to myself– and 
we have: for many years now we have fitted in a weeks holiday 

Friday 12th 

Oct 

Outdoor astronomy evening with James Abbott. Meet 

at 7:30pm at the concrete hardstanding by the sharp 

bend in the Rivenhall/Silver End road (TL822187). 
Wear warm outdoor clothing. 

Weds 17th 
Oct 

Nest box, bat box, insect hibernaculum building 
session at 8pm, Stovern’s Hall Farm, Rickstones 

Road, Rivenhall. All materials provided. It is useful if 
you can bring tools (esp. drills). 

Weds 21st 
Nov 

“Science & Nature” quiz night with quizmaster 
Andrew Moss. 8pm Silver End Bowls Club pavilion, 

Broadway, Silver End. £2 per person includes light 
refreshments. 

Weds 12th 
Dec 

Winter Social at Fiddlesticks, 44 Strawberry Lane, 
Tolleshunt Knights CO5 0RX. 7:30pm for 8pm. All 

very welcome. Bring nibbles and/or drink if you can. 
The evening will include a short committee meeting. 
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there in April. We go to other places at other times, but 

reconnecting with my past I find, is a way of rounding off my life, 

an uplifting experience. 

Rev. David Nash 

The Friends of Essex Churches Cycle Ride 

As I have been doing this event since the 1980's I still refer to the 
Friends of Essex Churches cycle ride event by its original name, 
although to cover pedestrians in more urban areas it was renamed ' 
Ride and Stride'. 

In the 1980's I used to cycle far and wide, making a full day of it, 
together with a bunch of work colleagues. As you go from church to 
church it is amazing what wonderful places we used to discover and 
what treasures they disclose. 

However in recent years, the weekend chosen, usually early 
September, clashes with the annual Goldhanger Village Gala 
weekend. This cannot be missed as it features an informal classic 
car meeting on the Saturday. 

So I have to attend that in the morning, then rush home and jump 
on my bike in the afternoon. 
As I then only have an afternoon, I have figured out a good short 
route that takes in 14 churches or chapels.They are all within the 
parishes of Kelvedon, Feering, Silver End and Rivenhall,and 
Witham. 

Fortunately, I am not entirely alone on this adventure as Dave 
Atkinson also joins in but only does the Rivenhall and Witham bits. 
The easy stuff section ! 

I am very grateful to all the sponsors who faithfully support me and 
Dave every year. 

As a Parish, the event also needs the church to be open with 
helpers on hand to welcome other bike riders, so grateful thanks 
are extended to all those who give up some of their time to help in 
this way. Unfortunately, over the past few years, the number of 
visiting cyclists has dwindled somewhat, so sitting in the church for 
an hour or more with no visitors can be a bit disappointing. The last 
2 years have seen no one turn up apart from Dave and myself !  

Whilst I do have a nice modern mountain bike with a zillion gears, I 
still love to use my ancient Hercules Ladies Hoop frame upright 
bicycle with Champagne case box on the back. It is supremely 
comfortable although slow, particularly on hills, as there are no 
gears ! ! 

Well, another year's ride is now over. Perhaps I can devise another 
route to vary my routine, next time. 

Once again many thanks to all our supporters and sponsors. 

Martin Andrews 
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Scottish Country Dancing 
Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 
9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 
Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 
Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 
Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 
Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 
Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 
Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 
Rivenhall Village Hall 
Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 
Rivenhall Village Hall 
2nd &4th Monday of the Month 
1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 
visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 
call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 
village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 
3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 
Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  
or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 
GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 
kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 



21 

Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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The Rivenhall Millennium Committee - Christmas Events 

& Children’s Christmas Card Competition 

Dates for your diary:- 

 The Rivenhall Christmas Tree erected Sat 8th Dec 

 The Rivenhall Santa Sleigh Sun 16th Dec (4-8:15pm) 

 Carols on Rivenhall Green Tue 18th Dec (7:30pm)     
(with the Chelmsford Silver Band) 

 Get-together in the Village Hall -   Tue 18th Dec (8:15pm)

Free event: pastries, mulled wine, fruit juice, raffle, on stage - 
the  Chelmsford Silver Band,  

 Children’s Christmas card competition awards* 

   * Rivenhall Christmas Card Competition 

This year the Committee is delighted to host a free Christmas Card 
Competition for all children in Rivenhall parish and all children 
attending  Rivenhall Primary School.  Four prizes (very kindly 
sponsored by DRH Landscapes) will be awarded in age groups 4 to 

7 and 8 to 11 years. 

All entries will be on display at the free get-together in the Village 

Hall on 18th December (immediately following the carols on the 
village green).  The winning entries will be announced in the hall 
and prizes awarded.  All the Christmas cards will be laminated and 

later strung around the Christmas Tree on Rivenhall’s village green.  

Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Scott 

First this month, I have taken a quick glance at the St Mary and All 
Saints Rivenhall and St. Francis Silver End magazines from October 
1959 and 1960.  In the 1959 issue one of the Sunday services fell 
on the 18th October which is St. Luke’s Day, when we especially 

remember the medical profession and all engaged in the work of 
healing.  Within the article there are four stories and I have chosen 
this one to share:  Let there be Light – “I can see! I can see!! Sister 

is coming. Sister is coming.”  Four year old Mg Sein is running 
along the veranda at Queen Alexandra’s Hospital, Mandalay.  A 
little while ago he was brought there very ill, and quite blind.  His 
eyes are not right yet.  Miss Ida Bunnell writes, “When I ask him 

what I am like he says ‘tall and thin with black hair’; I am looking 



24 

forward to the day when he will say, ‘short and fat with white hair’.”    
Mg Sein is one of the lucky ones.  In Asia and Africa so many little 

children are blind.  They will live all their lives in darkness.  The two 
main causes are malnutrition and infection.  I both types early 
treatment can save light.  Each year missionary hospitals and 
dispensaries are saving hundreds of children from this dreadful 

condemnation so that they may grow up to light and colour and cry 

joyfully: “I can see!.”  

1960 issue remembers Mr. Frank Jarvis whom had died recently 
and the funeral had taken place in St. Francis Church followed by 
cremation at Colchester.  Mr Jarvis came to the village of Silver End 

in its earliest days and was one of those who assisted in 
transforming a thatched barn into what is now St. Francis Church. 

Harvest Thanksgiving services in October 1888 were celebrated in 

the Parish Church, which was beautifully decorated by the following 
ladies: - Pulpit Mrs. and Misses Hutley: Lectern and lamp standards. 

Mrs. Speakman; chancel and east-end, the Misses Bridges and Miss 
King; windows, Mrs Robert Upson and Miss Hutley; and font, Miss 
Potter.  Cut flowers were contributed by Mr. A.W.R. Brise and Mr. 
George Taber, and plants were sent from the Rectory and Durwards 

Hall.  The Rev. F.B.H. Bridges precluded excellent sermons at the 

morning and afternoon services.  Suitable hymns were sung, Mr. 
Parker presiding at the organ.  Collections on behalf of the Royal 
Agricultural Benevolent Society, amounted to £8 7s. 11d.  There 

were large congregation.  

As we come to the towards 11th November I am very interested in 
learning more about our men of Rivenhall and Rivenhall End whom 
lost their lives  in the First World War. I hope to do an article on 

each of the 24 men who are mentioned on the War Memorial and of 

those that came home.  If you have any information, especially 
photos  that will help me I will be very thankful.  I am also putting 
together something about  what was going on in the village 
throughout this time with the hope of  it being displayed in the 

Village Hall on Remembrance Day this year.   

If you can help me in anyway please contact me either through by 

email: familybranches@btinternet.com or 01376 571551 or 
address: Henry Dixon Hall House, Henry Dixon Road, Rivenhall End, 
Witham, CM8 3HR 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB  
Sumer Show 

On Saturday 8th September 2018, the Club held their Annual 
Summer Show in Rivenhall village hall. An exceptionally good 

attendance to view the flowers, produce, handicraft, art and 
cookery, were welcomed. The accredited judges were Mrs Barbara 
Woricker ( W.I. – cookery) and Mr Ash Hofert ( R.H.S. – 

horticulture ). Mrs Sogra Newman judged the Handicraft, Art and 
Photography. Homemade refreshments were enjoyed and the 
raffle drawn. Prior to President, Mrs Joan Cain, presenting the 
awards, Show Secretary Tracy Scott spoke about the history of 

the many trophies on show which reflected the Gardening Club's 
55years in the village. 

Brian Trench Cup  Best in Show – Vegetables 

Rivenhall Onion Trophy  Don Scott  
R.H.S. Banksian Medal 

Mary Lyons Lloyd Cup  Best in Show - Flowers 
Annual Flower Trophy  Sidney Gurton Cup 
David McCarthy Memorial Salver Cyril Philpott  
Top Tray and Cain Cup 

Don Scott      Best in Show – Cookery  

       Jenny Claydon 
RGC Garden News Shield 
Heaviest Onion Award   Artwork Award 

Maurice Bacon     Joan Cain 
Top Vase      Junior Handicraft 
Pear Trophy     Jack Dakin  
Park House Cup 

Cyril Philpott     Lilian Pearce Rose Bowl  
       Daphne Burton 
OTHER AWARDS PRESENTED ( for points gained during the year ) 

RGC Horticultural Cup Don Scott Domestic Evening Vas   Karen Dakin 

Homecraft Cup Shirley Bacon   Photography        Karen Dakin 

Pamela Brice Ladies Trophy      Vera Foster Trophy       Maurice and 

             Shirley Bacon 

Floral Cup Award Susan Donnell 

Thank you to everyone who, in any way, contributed to the Show's 
success and thank you for visiting and supporting the Show. We 

hope you enjoyed the afternoon and we shall hope to see you in 
2019. 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The monthly meeting was held on Tuesday 11th September 2018. 
Mention was made of the recent show and thanks given to Tracy 
for all the work and effort she contributed to it. Chairman, Mrs. 

Pat Clarke, introduced our speaker, Mr. John Mead, whose 
specialty is chrysanthemums. Mr. Mead belongs to Hutton 
Horticultural Society having been variously Secretary and Show 

Secretary. He started by commenting that it had been a hard 
year for both the chrysanthemum and the dahlia ( another 
interest of his ). In the exceptionally high summer temperatures 
the plants had stopped growing eventually producing shorter 

flowers of lesser quality. He brought along examples of the 
different type of chrysanthemums. Incurved are very popular, 
intermediate are not quite as tight as incurved and then there is 

one with a downward curve. He also mentioned the spray 

chrysanthemums and explained how to achieve a `spray' or a 
`single'. His advice was to buy quality plants from a reputable 
company e.g. Halls or the Chrysanthemum Society. Likewise the 
compost (with or without peat) should be of the best quality. 

Vermiculite can be added to a general purpose compost. Cuttings 
can be taken for the following year. Cut blooms two nights before 

showing and we were shown how to `dress' the bloom – with a 
very small brush and tweezers! His talk generated quite a few 

questions from the chrysanthemum growers in the audience. 

COMPETITION RESULTS 

Horticultural ( 4  runner beans ) 

1st Don Scott ( one entry only ) 

Domestic ( chocolate Victoria sandwich ) 

1st Karen Dakin 2nd Beryl Barber  3rd Shirley Bacon 

Flower of the Month 

1st Maurice Bacon 2nd Cyril Philpott 3rd Don Scott 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 9th October, 7.30 pm in 
Rivenhall village hall. This will be the Club's Annual General 

Meeting to which members and non-members are invited. Free 
entry and refreshments will be served at the conclusion of 
business. Competitions will be: Horticultural – any vegetable. 
Domestic – 3 sausage rolls. Flower of the Month. For further 

details contact the Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 
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 Flight of the Five Locks of Lockport USA  

You may remember that sometime ago Peter and I walked the 
Thames path .The Thames has 45 locks navigable for small boats 

from Cricklade and larger boats from Lechlade where the river falls 
71 metres  We were reminded of this when we recently visited 
Lockport near Niagara Falls in the USA .Lockport is situated on Lake 
Erie which played a part in the history of great advances  in 

transportation in the early 19th century  

The waterways were used throughout history as trade routes by 
native Americans, fur traders, missionaries, and colonisers. By 1791 
the birchbark canoes that had been used had been replaced by 
bateaux barges which were longer and heavier and would haul a 

cargo of up to 2 tons rowed or pulled by several men or horses. As 
time went on and the boats became larger it was more difficult to 

navigate the rapids and falls along the waterways, fighting currents 
and floods along the way.  

In 1817 the Erie canal construction started and eight years later   

the canal opened, built and maintained by state funds, the canal 
was dug from Albany to Buffalo. Since its grand opening in 1825 
the canal has been enlarged three times to accommodate larger 
boats and more traffic. During the mid 1800’s the stair case of five 

stone locks built in 1825 were enlarged and again altered in 1900s  
These five locks reach a height of 60 feet within a distance of only 
550 feet and  can still be seen . They are one of the best preserved 
structures remaining. In the early 1900’s a new and much bigger 

lock was constructed adjacent to the old five stage lock. This lock 
could take much larger steam ships rather than the barges being 
used before. This lock had two stages and was designated locks 34 

and 35. 

Many of the attractions situated in this area close down in early 

September until the spring and the a Canal between Buffalo and 
Rochester is drained so that the heavy snows and freezing 
temperatures do not damage the canal structure. The Canal is 
needed because the river between Lake Ontario and Buffalo (where 

it flows into Lake Erie) goes over the Niagara Falls. The Canal with 

its locks enable boats to travel from the higher land around Lake 
Ontario to the Lower land around Buffalo and Lake Erie. The Canal 

is refilled in early April. 

This year the weather has been very warm and we were fortunate 

to join a boat trip along the canal on a beautiful autumn day. The 
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guided tour was most informative and we heard how the canal made 
transportation so much easier and financially beneficial  until the 

railway system took over. When the canal was constructed hundreds 
of jobs were created  but young boys were given the job of lighting 
the explosive to remove the stone within the tunnels, many were 
killed .The workers had little pay and were given very basic board 

and lodging in payment for the work they did. The canal boats were 

pulled along by horses, the path along the canal has grown over 
now.  As we passed  through the lock, two yachts (see picture) with 
their masts down were travelling to their winter quarters and a canal 

barge, now used for pleasure. Compared to the river Thames , the 
canal was very quiet, few craft and only two ducks! In fact it felt a 
little strange as we thought back to the time the canal was built  
Songs from the time of the canal building were played  and I could 

imagine the atmosphere, stepping back in time as we travelled 
downstream from Lockport.  

Life along the canal has certainly changed, the huge motorways 
mean that all goods are now transported by road and the canal is no 
longer used for transportation of goods Lockport has become a place 

of interest because of its history and tourism  is a growing industry 
as people visit the Erie canal with its interesting structure ,museum, 

visitor’s centre and canal cruises before heading off to Niagara Falls.  

Clare and Peter Hope 
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You are invited to an evening of 

DESERT ISLAND DISCS 

Friday November 2nd  

7.00 pm for 7.30 prompt 

At 

Henry Dixon Hall 

Tickets £5 bring your own 

refreshments 

Come and enjoy music choices of 3 

local personalities 

Paul Watkin John McCrae James Abott 

In aid of St Mary and St Francis Church Funds 

Contact M Andrews 07952 708220 

Ann Kerr 01376 515437 

The shoe boxes for the Samaritans Purse Shoe Box appeal 

to be presented  

in church At the 11.00 am Family Service at St Mary’s on 

4th November or at St Francis at 9.30 am 

Boxes can be submitted any time prior to this date 

If you need instruction for the box content contact Clare 

Hope 01376 502605 or go to the Website  

www.samaritans-purse.org.uk. 

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
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THE 2018 FAMOUS RIVENHALL RACES 

 

Now in its sixteenth glorious year, the Famous Rivenhall Races 
will be held in Rivenhall Village Hall on Saturday 27th October.  
Profits from this popular evening help fund various charitable 
activities throughout the village including the senior citizens 
gifts, Santa’s Musical Sleigh, carol singing round the tree on 
the green with the Chelmsford Silver band followed by the  
TOTALLY FREE Christmas get-together in the village hall. 

 

Tickets are again £9.00 and can be purchased from Bob 
Turner, Jack Prime and Lilian Pearce (Rivenhall Millennium 

Committee). 
 

Free fish & chip / chicken & chip / sausage & chip supper 
included.  Raffle.  Bring your own drinks and glasses. 

  

Doors open at 7:30 pm and the races start at 8:00 pm prompt 

Forthcoming Church Events: 

 

7thOctober Harvest Festival Services 

9.30 a.m. St Francis & 11.00 a.m. St Mary's 

Pet Service 

3.00 p.m. St Francis Silver End 

8th October Harvest Supper 

7.30 p.m. Henry Dixon Hall  

All are Welcome 

£5 Per Person 
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Commemoration of All Soul’s  

All are invited  

to a Candle lit service of  

Remembrance 
To be held on  

Sunday 4th  November at 4.30 p.m.  

at St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 

 

A service for all   

especially those  who have lost a loved one 

Names will be read out &  candles lit as an act of 

remembrance 

Games Evening 

Friday 16 November 2018 

Henry Dixon Hall  

Rivenhall End  7.30 pm 
“Bring your Own Food and Drink” 

Come along for a fun evening, playing well known games such 

as Ludo, Snakes and Ladders, Draughts, Dominoes, - no skill 

required only luck 

Tickets £5 per person  
Book with Ann Kerr 01376 515437 

Martin Andrews  07952 708220 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 
Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  
Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 
Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 
Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 
Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  
Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 
Mobile Library Mon Oct 8 and 29th Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 
Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 
Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 
Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 
Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 
Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 
Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 
Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 
Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 
Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 
Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 
Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 
Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 
Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  
Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



The Harvest was probably 

the earliest I have ever 

known 20th of July rings a 

bell  so on the 2nd and 3rd 

of September the Village 

was visited by a Virgin hot 

air balloon that landed in 

the field near Stovens Hall 

farm.  

Don’t Forget Harvest 

Festival on 7th of October 

Other  Balloon’s are 

available 

Dave and Martin at 

the End of Essex 

Churches Cycle Ride. 

See Martin’s article in 

the Magazine 




